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Consumer Committee Meeting

August 2, 2010

Genesis Apts. Building – 113 East 13th Street – Lower Level Conference Rm.

New York, NY

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

MEETING RECORD
Co-Chairs Present:  Cameron Craig and Rob Robinson

Present: 

Iline “China” Chung-Eddie, Patricia Cifaldi, James R. Branch, Joseph T. Kangappadan, Aleida Valentin (DHS), Beng Lee Kam, LaVerne Holley, William Speidel, Lawrence Taylor, Pervilder Lewis, Marilou Roumer, Frank Clark, Irma McEachnie, Levy Rafael, Barry Howard Leskowitz, David Krass, Zahara Cowart, Sylvia Gina Hunt, Remo Chang (DAH) and Judith Simpson (DAH).

Welcome and Introductions
Consumers Co-Chair, Mr. Robert Robinson and Mr. Cameron Craig opened the meeting and welcomed all meeting attendees.  Meeting attendees were asked by the co-chairs to sign in prior to taking their seats.   

All participants were asked by Mr. Robinson to introduce themselves by stating the following:
·  their homeless status (if homeless or not);
·  organizations of relevant affiliation; and
·  What homeless and/or supportive services they are accessing or utilizing.
Mr. Robert Robinson also inidcated that the eligibility form to be passed out later, required consumers to provide the services they were receiving.  He informed the group, that those who did not complete that section of the form would be disqualified from the election process.

Comment:  Mr. Robinson shared with the group the definition of receiving services.  He also provided a few examples of the various types of services, ie. a haircut, meals, etc. 

Comment: Mr. Robinson spoke about the importance of filling out the sign-in sheet properly and legibly given the overall implications, i.e. stipends, voting eligibility, etc.  Mr. Carig indicated that effective in September 2010, stipends would be withheld if the relevant individuals could not decipher a name on the sign-in sheet.
Meeting Rules:  The meeting rules were read by Ms. China Chung.
Open Remarks  

· Ms. Judith Simpson of DAH noted that it was extremely important for the group to  focus on the Agenda in order for the meeting to be completed in a timely manner.  
· Ms. Aleida Valentin also reminded the group of the importance of writing and prininting their names legibily.
Review & Approval of August 2, 2010 Meeting Minutes

· Mr. Craig requested that attendees review the minutes from August 2, 2010.   
First and second motions were made by Frank Clark and Ms. Sylvia Gina Hunt to approve and adopt the August  2nd 2010 meeting minutes.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor to approve the meeting minutes.
Other Business

· Consumer Eiligibility forms were distributed and members were asked to fill it out and return it to Mr. Robinson.
· A summary of Robert’s Rules of Order was presented to the group.  Ms. Valentin shared with the group the contents of the Robert’s Rules of order summary.  She informed the group that with a continued focus on organization, and effective meetings, the interest is to ensure that committee members are informed on how to conduct a meeting.  This document will provide the guidance needed for effective meetings.   

· Question was posed by Ms. LaVerne Holley about whether or not the Robert’s Rules of Order summary could be included in the welcome kit.  

· Response -   The response was no, because the kit as it is, is too large.  

· The Welcome Kit will be presented in its entirety at the September meeting.

· Mr. Craig also informed participants that if they keep the Robert’s Rules of Order summary with them and use it at the steering committee meetings, they will be able to understand the nuisances of what is done and when with little confusion.  

Announcements 

· Mr. Robert Robinson - NYCCCoC Nominating Meeting-Friday, August 6th, 10:00am – 90 John St., Suite 308.

· Mr. Robert Robinson - NYCCCoC Consumer Elections, Thursday August 12th @ RFK Genesis Apartments, 113 E. 13th Street.

· Ms. Sylvia Gina Hunt - August 6, 2010, “Let’s Do it Again, Fund Raiser /Dance. 
· Ms. Irma McEachnie – Peer Networking Group.  Every last Tuesday of every month, at Washington Square.  Time:  4:00pm
· Ms. Irma McEachnie attended a meeting in Washington and collected information on services available for Veterans.  Please see Irma for more details
· Mr. Barry Howard Leskowitz, August 21, 2010- Landlord and Tenant issue-  6-9pm.    
· Mr. Levy Rafael, August 14th, Brooklyn Area Picnic

· Mr. Joseph Kangappadan, August 10th, Mayor’s Picnic

· Ms. LaVerne Holley, NYCAHN, every Wednesday – Parolee Human Rights

Welcome Kit Update

The Welcome  Kit is being finalized.  As mentioned, this will be shared at the September meeting.

Consumer Committee Outreach Update
· There was no outreach done this month.
· The importance of this function is recognized by the co-chairs—The co-chairs in the upcoming months will attempt to prioritize this function.  The goal will be to have two outreach actitivities conducted a month.  
· It is extremely important for the committee to generate new ideas.  
· There have been several conversations with members about stepping up/ increasing the level of outreach activities. 
· For this effort to be successful, it will be necessary for all to participate.
Steering Committee Standing Committee Update

Gaps and Needs Update
· The next meeting will be in September.
Policy and Advocacy Update

· No upadates
Comment:  Everyone who has an email address should be added to the distribution list.   All email addresses should be provided to Judith Simpson.
Consumer Contact Information
· Mr. Robinson asked the group to go through the current consumer contact list in order to remove those who have not been active for an extended period of time, i.e. a year.  Several names were shared and the group discussed those individuals they had seen or had been in contact with and agreed to ask them about their intrest in the committee.  

· Persons who no one has seen and who have not been at the meetings will be removed from the list automatically.

· The Contact list was also reviewed for accuracy –individuals were asked to make corrections if needed and resubmit.
Consumer Election Applicant Presentaton 
Mr. Robinson discussed the Voting Eligibility Requirements, which is located in Section 2 of the By –Laws.  He shared with the group the following schedule and eligibility requirements.  A presentation by the candidates followed.
· The Consumer Election will take place on Thursday, August 6, 2010 - 12pm-6pm.  The co-chairs and DAH will be at the location in order for participants to vote.  The votes will be counted by the nomination committee. 
· Candiates made presentations to the group on: their experience finding housing; why they want to become a member of NYCCCCoC Steering committee; and their history working as an advocate for other homeless or formerly homeless persons.   

· There were a total of thirteen candidates who presented on their skills, qualifications and desires to be elected for the various categories below by . (hard copies are available).
	Candidates
	Consumer Category

	Cameron Craig
	HIV/AIDS

	Levy Rafael
	HIV/AIDS

	LaVerne Holley
	Formerly Incarcerated/Parolee

	Joseph Kangappadan
	Formerly Incarcerated/Parolee

	Patricia Cifaldi
	Single Shelter

	Lawrence Taylor
	Chronically Homeless

	Iline Chung
	Families

	William Speidel
	Veterans

	Beng Lee Kam
	Developmental Disabilities

	Barry Howard
	Mental Health

	Irma McEachnie
	Mental Health

	Marilou Roumer
	Permanent Housing

	Robert Robinson
	Permanent Housing


Question:  Ms. Sylvia Gina Hunt asked if she could fax in her ballot.

Response:  Yes.  The ballot needs to be faxed in by 6:00pm, est.

Question:  What is the process for possible cancellation of the meeting?

Response:   Information will be made available.  You may call the desk at Genesis Apts, and they will have information on cancellations.  However, the chances are very slim. 
First and second motions made to adjourn the meeting at 8:00p.m.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor of adjourning the meeting.
Consumer Committee Meetings:

· September 7, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room)
· October 4, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room).
Steering Committee Meetings:

·  September 17, 2010 (Genesis Apts. 113 E. 13th Street Lower Level Conference Room)

·  October 15, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room). [image: image2.png]
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