
[image: image1.png]Codlition on the Continuum of Care




Consumer Committee Meeting

September 7 , 2010

Genesis Apts. Building – 113 East 13th Street – Lower Level Conference Rm.

New York, NY

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

MEETING RECORD
Co-Chairs Present:  Cameron Craig and Rob Robinson

Present: 

Iline “China” Chung-Eddie, Patricia Cifaldi, James R. Branch, Joseph T. Kangappadan , Beng Lee Kam, LaVerne Holley, William Speidel, Lawrence Taylor, Pervilder Lewis, Marilou Roumer, Frank Clark,  Levy Rafael, Barry Howard Leskowitz, Keytasha Lee, Timothy Mosmy,  David Krass, Sylvia Gina Hunt, Remo Chang (DAH) and Judith Simpson (DAH).

Welcome and Introductions
Consumers Co-Chair, Mr. Robert Robinson and Mr. Cameron Craig opened the meeting and welcomed all meeting attendees.  He reminded the group that the meeting was being held on Tuesday, as a result of the holiday.  Meeting attendees were asked by the co-chairs to sign in prior to taking their seats.   

All participants were asked by Mr. Robinson to introduce themselves by stating the following:
· Whether or not they were a voting rep; 
· their homeless status (if homeless or not);
·  organizations of relevant affiliation; and
·  What homeless and/or supportive services they are accessing or utilizing.
Mr. Robinson also asked participants to speak up as the meeting was being recorded.  He also informed the group that Ms. Valentin would not be attending the meeting today.

Meeting Rules:  The meeting rules were read by Co-Chair Mr. Robinson. 
Opening Remarks  

· Ms. Simpson welcomed everyone and informed the group that the election results for the consumer committee representatives would be shared at the Steering Committee meeting.

· Ms. Judith Simpson discussed and read an opening statement which was developed to facilitate the meeting process and to keep the meeting participants focused.  
· The statement is provided below: 
The Consumer Committee, being a duly constituted part of the NYC CCoC has to run in an orderly and consistent manner allowing for debate, discussion and resolution via a voting process, which is fair and equitable. Secondly, as dedicated members of this committee, it is the responsibility of each member to maintain copies of agendas, minutes, and other documentation, in order to track issues of interest, disagreement, or question.  This will ensure that confusion and allegations are minimized
Review & Approval of August 2, 2010 Meeting Minutes

· Mr. Craig requested that attendees review the minutes from August 2, 2010.   
First and second motions were made by Rafael Levy and Ms. LaVerne Holley to approve and adopt the August 2nd 2010 meeting minutes.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor to approve the meeting minutes.
Co-Chair Elections

· Mr. Robinson informed the group that the Co-chair elections would be held today.  He also explained that in order to be eligible, an individual had to be a representative for the previous year.  There was one person who was disqualified as a result of low attendance (Ms. Wanda Thomas).  

· The persons who were eligible to run for election  were:  Mr. Robert Robinson, Mr. Cameron Craig, Ms. Irma McEachnie, Ms. Beng L. Kam, Mr. William Speidel, and Sylvia G. Hunt.  

· Mr. Robinson also indicated that persons would need to be nominated. 

Comment:  Mr. Craig expressed frustration with the low turnout at the consumer elections.  He informed the group that there were 18 persons eligbile to vote, and only 13 persons were present.

Comment:  Mr. Krass commented that the heat was a major factor and some may have been physically ill.  He also expresed that for this election some persons may have been concerned with survival as opposed to the election. He indicated that the heat may have lso played a factor.  He also indicated that for years the group has been spinning their wheels, therefore the election may not have been a priority for many.

Comment:  Mr. Taylor shared with the group the importance of voting and that he had voted.  He also let the group know that the ability to vote, makes him feel free.  

· The floor was opened for nominations for the  Co-Chair positions -  the following persons were nominated:  Mr. Craig, Mr. Robinson, Ms. McEachnie, Mr. Speidel, Ms. Kam, Ms. Holley.  All nominees were asked if they accepted the nomination.  However, Ms. McEachnie was not present to accept the nomination therefore her nomination was disqualified.

· The Ballots were passed out to all eligble voters, except the visitors.

Mr. Robinson asked the group to pick two names, fold the sheet in half and bring it and put it in the box.

The results were tabulated by Mr. Remo Chang of DAH Consulting, Inc.  

Announcements 

· September 11, Ground Zero- Protest

· October 6 - Mr. James Branch – Bus trip to Washington, DC.  
Welcome Kit Update

The Welcome  Kit has been finalized.  Unfortunately, the Co-Chairs (Steering Committee) have not had a chance to approve.  In addition, decisions will need to be made about how the kit will be reproduced as there are cost implications. 
Consumer Committee Outreach

Mr. Robinson informed the group that the goal is still two outreach activities a month.  

Moving forward, the two newly elected co-chairs will schedule a meeting with Ms. Valentin to develop an outreach plan.

Steering Committee Standing Committee Update

Gaps and Needs Update
· No updates.
Policy and Advocacy Update

· No upadates
Comment:  The next steering committee meeting is scheduled for September 17, 2010.
Election Results

Mr. Chang shared the results – Ms. Holley had 4  votes, Mr. Craig had 9 votes, Mr. Robinson had 6 votes, Ms. Kam had 5 votes, and Mr. Speiedel had 4 votes.

Mr. Craig and Mr. Robinson were winners with 9 and 6 votes respctively.

Mr Craig and Mr. Robinson thanked the group for their votes and indicated that they would do their best during the upcoming year to move the group to the next level.
No other business.

First and second motions made to adjourn the meeting at 7:00p.m.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor of adjourning the meeting.
Future Meetings

Consumer Committee Meetings:

· October 4, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room)
· November 8, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room).
Steering Committee Meetings:

·  September 17, 2010 (Genesis Apts. 113 E. 13th Street Lower Level Conference Room)

·  October 15, 2010 (Genesis Apts., 113 East 13th St., Lower Level Conference Room). [image: image2.png]
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