 The Coalition on the Continuum of Care (CCoC)
Policy & Advocacy Subcommittee
September 16, 2010
Present: Iline “China” Chung-Eddie, Julie Irwin, Riva Kelton, Jason Lippman, Nick Napolitano, Craig Retchless, Suzanne Sperling, James F. Woods and Shawn Young 
	Agenda Item
	Description/Discussion
	Next Steps

	Review of Subcommittee Priorities
	The Subcommittee reviewed its five priorities.
1. McKinney-Vento Reauthorization
The 2010 NOFA has not been issued yet. The next CCoC Steering Committee has been postponed to September 24, 2010, due to this delay.

2. HUD Issues
Updates on HEARTH ACT, Contract delays and issues on the definition of homelessness were discussed. 
3. Expansion of Government Involvement
4. Maintain Funding Levels
5. Coordination & Collaboration with CCoC Subcommittees


	

	Update on Ongoing Activities & Issues

	· Comments on HEARTH Act 
Full implementation of the HEARTH Act will occur in 2011. The law was passed this year; however the regulations to execute the law are late. Definitions for homelessness under HEARTH have been issued. The Subcommittee submitted comments to HUD on behalf of the CCoC. 
· Timeliness of HUD Contract Renewals

HUD condition/approval letters have been received by CCoC providers. Executed contracts are delayed. This means that providers cannot draw down fund to run their programs. 
1 contract which should have started in February was not received until August. The grantee signed it and sent it back to HUD the same day they got it, but it has been a month and they have not yet received an executed contract.
· Definition of Homelessness & Conflicts with Other Funding Sources
HUD has sent condition letters to providers reinforcing that all clients must meet the definition of homelessness. Specifically, this has been an issue for individuals released from psychiatric centers with stays of greater than 90 days. According to the definition, individuals from psychiatric centers must meet HUD’s definition of homelessness prior their stay, and reside there for less then 90 days. HUD has stated that providers will be vulnerable to funding take backs if clients do not meet the definition of homelessness. In addition, HUD’s definition of transition housing can also differ from other transitional models. 
Providers need to document where clients were prior to entering their programs, and be strategic about serving clients within the definition of HUD homelessness.
· Expanding Government Involvement

HRA officials have attended recent CCoC Steering Committee meetings. We need to make sure that the right program representatives from HRA are attending future meetings. The City DOE has not attended meetings yet, but it is unclear if the CCoC Steering Committee Co-Chairs have reached out.
· State & Local Budget Cuts

A letter advocating against proposed cuts to housing and mental hygiene services was submitted to the City Council in June (from certain members of the CCoC who signed on) prior to the passage of the City FY 11 Adopted Budget.
The State Budget was finally passed 125 days late. It is possible that a current year deficit will open up. There are already significant deficit projections for the upcoming fiscal year as well.

· Rockefeller Drug Law Reforms

The expected amount of inmates to be released prison from Rockefeller Drug Law Reforms has not come to fruition. Diversion programs seem to be more successful. 

	We will review the next section of HEARTH regulations when they are released and will comment if appropriate.

Nick Napolitano collected data for the subcommittee earlier on contract delays. He will attempt to solicit additional information from CCoC members on executed contracts.

The 2010 NOFA should be released shortly. It is important to verify that the definitions for homelessness have not changed again. Providers must understand the definition of homelessness and how to use other funding sources in conjunction with HUD money. 
Members of the Subcommittee will reach out to supervisory HRA officials on CCoC representation. We will also find out more information from the Steering Committee Co-Chairs on the need for City DOE involvement.

The Subcommittee will track State and City Budgets developments as they pertain to housing services funding
The Subcommittee will look into reasons on why individuals are not being released as projected. Julie Irwin will send information to the Co-Chairs.



	Date of Next Meeting
	The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for October 14, 2010 at 9:30 AM at The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies: 90 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004.

	The Co-Chairs will send out a notice if this meeting time is available. 
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