The Coalition on the Continuum of Care (CCoC)
Policy & Advocacy Subcommittee
May 14, 2010
Present: Sue Buchanan, Iline Chung, Julie Irwin, Riva Kelton, Jason Lippman, Nick Napolitano, Carol Sainthilaire, Suzanne Sperling, James F. Woods, Shawn Young
	Agenda Item
	Description/Discussion
	Next Steps

	Discussion on Committee Priorities
	1. McKinney-Vento Reauthorization
2. HUD Issues

Contract renewals are current problem for providers.

3. Expansion of Government Involvement

This area will cover outreach to government agencies that should be involved in the Continuum. Agencies suggested are DOE, HRA & ACS. The VA has been successfully engaged.

4. Maintain Funding Levels

The Subcommittee will focus on keeping all funding sources whole. 

5. Coordination & Collaboration with CCoC Subcommittees

Revisiting the Continuum’s requirement for chronic homelessness and its definition was also discussed.
	This will remain an ongoing priority.
This will remain an ongoing priority.
The Subcommittee will get more information on DOE engagement.

Advocacy will focus on budget cuts.

The P&A Subcommittee will share information with other committees when necessary.

The Subcommittee will speak to CCoC Co-Chairs on the use of HUD’s definition of homelessness as criteria for funding.


	Review of Ongoing Activities & Issues

	· HEARTH Act 
A proposed rule on HUD’s definition of homelessness was issued on April 20, 2010. It addresses the definitions of homelessness, homeless individual, homeless person and homeless individual with a disability. Comments on the proposed rule will be accepted until June 21, 2010.

· HUD Contract Renewals

Timely contract renewals from HUD is a significant problem throughout the Continuum. Programs with startup dates from January – April have not received their contracts from HUD. Members of the subcommittee would like the CCoC Co-Chairs to meet with HUD officials. If necessary, we will inform Senators on this problem.
· VA & NYCHA – Project-based Vouchers

An RFP should be released next month on HUD VASH proposals. A portion of the 10K Sec. 8 vouchers will be set aside for project housing. Applicants must demonstrate how their programs will benefit Vets above and beyond the use of tenant-based vouchers. In general, a proposal should include a site that will be ready in about 6 months.

· State & Local Budget Cuts

The State budget is at a standstill. It is difficult to say when a final State budget will pass.
Mayor Bloomberg released the City’s FY11 Executive Budget last week. DHS shelter reimbursements were targeted, as well as outreach programs and HASA contracted case management programs were cut. The City plans to match State funding of SRO’s.

· Rockefeller Drug Law Reforms

The monitoring of Rockefeller Drug Law Reforms is primarily a focus of the Gaps & Needs Subcommittee, however, it is an issue that the P&A Subcommittee is concerned about. 
	The Subcommittee will see if the CCoC wants to consider commenting on the regulations.
We will also review a comparison of the rule change that was created by NAEH.

The P&A Co-Chairs will draft a timeline with strategies on HUD advocacy actions, and forward to CCoC Co-Chairs.

The Subcommittee will keep the CCoC informed of project-based voucher opportunities at the VA.

Hearings on the City’s FY11 Executive Budget are ongoing. General Welfare is May 18 beginning at 9:30. NYCHA May 21 at 1:00 – 1:45. Health and Mental Hygiene is June 2 from 2:00 – 2:00. Public Testimony is June 7 at 2:00.
The P&A Subcommittee will schedule a meeting with the Gaps & Needs Subcommittee on Rockefeller Drug Law reform needs.



	Date of Next Meeting
	The next meeting was scheduled for June 4, 2010 at 9:30 AM at The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies: 90 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004.
	The Co-Chairs will send out a meeting notice


