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Steering Committee Monthly Meeting 


NYC Coalition on the Continuum of Care 2009–2010
December 11, 2009
Genesis Apts. – 113 East 13th Street, Lower Level Conference Room 
New York, NY

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

MEETING RECORD 
Present:

Co-Chairs:  Ken Robinson, Nicole Branca and Eileen Lynch
Attendees:  Jackline Lamiscarre, Henrietta Fishman, Carol Allette, Joanne King, Mary Thaman, Susan Buchanan, Raul P. Carol Sainthilaire, Linda Shimer, Maya Leszczynski, Meri Anil, James. F. Woods, Amy Reisner, Felicia Lowe, Erin Norfleet-Gentile, Lawrence Taylor, Paul Migliore, Kathleen Coughlin, Kristen Edwards, Minjung Park, Shamiso Mtangi, Aleida Valentin, Michelle DesRouches, Gerni Oster, Lauren Pareti, Sara Forst, Hilary Morgan, Joanna Weissman, Adrienne Terry, Karina Kedzierski, Elizabeth Henderson, Kerstin Johnson, Bryan Ellis, Riva Kelton, Robyn Gundy, Samarrah Fine, Jerold Scott, Soman Clarke, Noel Concepcion, Kathryn Croft, Harold Moss, Liz Gay, Robin Monn, Ted Monaghan, Rita Zimmer, Shifra Weisberger, Alexandra Cheriyan, Marshall Edwards, Haesun Nam, Shari Siegel, Nicholas Napolitano, Sandra Jackson, Cris Parque, Sean Barry, Michael Zuriff, Jason Lippman, Joey Lopez, Betty Williams, Eileen Lynch, David Rouge, Carlos M. Diaz, Linda Camoin, Sheila Singleton, Craig Retchless, Joseph T. Kangappadan, LaVerne Holley, Sylvia Gina Hunt, Marilou Roumer, Irma McEarchnie, Wanda Thomas, Iline Chung-Eddie, Cameron Craig, Beng Lee Kam, Marvela Guice-Van Dyke (DAH Consulting, Inc.)
Voting:

Coalitions:  SHNNY, D.V. Providers, Homeless Services United, NYC AIDS Housing, ACL-NYC, The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies, Housing Homeless Youth 
At-Large Member:  Betty Williams
Government: DHS, HPD, DOHMH, OTDA, OASAS, OMH, VA and DOC
Consumers:  Formerly Incarcerated, Single Shelter, Permanent Housing, Mental Health, Chronic Homeless, HIV/AIDS and Developmental Disabilities (Veterans not present)
Introductions and Welcome
Co-Chair, Ken Robinson, officially opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees.  
Review and Approval of October 2, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

Ken requested that a motion be made by the Steering Committee to adopt the monthly minutes from the October 2, 2009 Steering Committee meeting.
Nick Napolitano made a motion to amend the minutes to include Jeremy Saunders as a meeting attendee, which was omitted.  

First and second motions made by Sylvia Gina Hunt and Frank Clark to adopt the minutes from the October 2, 2009 meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor to adopt the minutes.
Announcements
· Irma McEachnie (Voting Consumer – Mental Health) announced the Annual NYAPRS Conference scheduled for January 26, 2010 in Albany as well as training session that will discuss behavioral health issues scheduled for January 15, 2010.  Interested individuals should see Irma at the close of the meeting.
· Jason Lippman (Voting Coalition Member – The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies) announced “The Dog That Wags The Dog: The Impact Of Insurance On Behavioral Health” Conference sponsored by the Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies Venue: The Association of the Bar of the City of New York scheduled for January 14, 2010.  For more information, go to www.coalitionny.org.
· Frank Clark announced the East Harlem “Annual Christmas Tree Lighting” scheduled for December 15, 2009 located at 97th Street and 3rd Avenue as well as the “Annual Longest Night”, which honors the street homeless sponsored by Picture the Homeless scheduled for December 21, 2009 at Judson Memorial Church (flyers were distributed).
· Hilary Morgan announced that she is consulting for SHNNY on state advocacy work.  She then invited everyone to join the Network in testifying against OTDA budget cuts.  The hearing is scheduled for December 15, 2009 at 10:30 a.m. at the Legislative Office’s Hamilton Hearing Room, 7th Floor.  
· Jason Lippman also announced major budget cuts to OASAS programs.
· Co-Chair Nicole Branca commented on the severity of these cuts and offered to stay after the meeting to answer any questions.
· Joey Lopez (Voting Coalition Member – Housing Homeless Youth) expressed deep concern about the whereabouts of Consumer Jonny DeFranco.  He also announced a public hearing that will address recent and drastic budget cuts youth homeless programs scheduled for December 17, 2009 at Spector Hall sponsored by the Commission for LGBTQ Homeless Youth.
· Nick Napolitano (SHNNY) provided a federal budget update and announced that the Senate and House passed the budget that will provide significant increases across the board that still needs to be signed.  Nicole thanked all who supported SHNNY’s advocacy efforts in support of the budget increase.
· Co-Chair Anthony Stasi announced his departure from the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) and acknowledged the great work of his colleagues, providers and Steering Committee Co-Chairs.  Steering Committee Co-Chairs publicly thanked Anthony for his work at DHS.
Steering Committee Election Results Update

· Marvela provided a recap of the results of the Government, At-large and Consumer 2009-2010 elections and advised that the new slates of voting membership would be eligible to vote in the Steering Committee Co-Chair election.
Steering Committee Co-Chair Election

· Marvela facilitated the Steering Committee Co-Chair election where the following incumbent and new candidates applied for the three (3) Co-Chair positions:
1. Ken Robinson (incumbent – Housing Works)
2. Nicole Branca (incumbent – Supportive Housing Network of New York)
3. Eileen Lynch (new – Department of Homeless Services)
· All three candidates made verbal statements expressing their interests in serving as Co-Chairs.
First and second motions made by Joey Lopez and Cameron Craig to re-elect/elect the two (2) incumbents and one (1) new candidate as the 2009-2010 Steering Committee Co-Chairs by acclamation.  The motion passed.
Consumer Committee Update

· Marvela provided an update on the progress of the Consumer Committee and highlights of the Committee’s 2009-2010 goals (increase outreach efforts and publishing the Consumer Welcome Kit).
· New Consumer Co-Chair Cameron Craig provided his e-mail contact information cameroncraig55@yahoo.com and made an appeal along with Marvela for providers to provide access to their facilities and residents to conduct outreach sessions during the upcoming New Year.

· In closing, Marvela requested that interested providers see her at the end of the meeting.

NOFA 2009 Update
New Co-Chair Eileen Lynch provided the following updates:
· The NOFA 2009 application was successfully submitted the Friday before Thanksgiving.
· A total of two (2) Shelter Plus Care applications Lantern Group (62 units) and GEEL Group (57 units) totalling approx. $5.9 million were received, evaluated and selected for the Permanent Housing Bonus.
· In response to Eileen’s updates, Dave Rouge (HPD) thanked the Evaluation Committee and gave a brief presentation on the permanent housing bonus expressing the importance of funding new, congregate supportive housing.
· In closing, Ken and Nicole publicly acknowledged the efforts of DHS, the timely submission of Exhibit IIs by providers who were able to keep up with an aggressive timeline.  Nicole noted that there were a fair amount of providers that did not submit their Exhibit IIs requesting the need for total cooperation in adhering to the timeline for the NOFA 2010 submission.
Evaluation 2009-2010 Updates

Joanna Weissman (DHS) provided the following updates:
· An overview of the evaluation timeline (copies distributed) that will be posted on website as well was provided that included the following highlights.

1. Evaluation training (two separate sessions) will take place on Thursday and Friday, December 17th and 18th from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Genesis Apts.

2. The on-line Consumer Satisfaction Survey process has been implemented where providers are required to survey 20% of their client populations.

3. In response to Joanna’s update on the Consumer Satisfaction Survey update, Merih Anil (DHS) expressed the importance of providers having proper project number IDs in order to input individual surveys.

4. Evaluation Committee Co-Chair Michael Zuriff expressed the importance of submitting evaluation packets on the new submission due date of January 22, 2010 and thanked the Evaluation Committee for all of its hard work. 
Steering Committee Standing Committees

Policy & Advocacy

Co-Chair Hilary Morgan provided the following updates:

· She met with Vincent Hom and one of his staff members (HUD) to discuss the current relationship with the Continuum as well as outstanding issues pertaining to the contract renewal process.  The Committee’s goal is to continually meet with him.

· The Committee also met with Henrietta Fishman (Veterans Administration - VA) to discuss how to better develop a relationship with the VA.

· The Committee will continue to conduct outreach to individuals in addressing the Committee’s priorities.

· The December meeting has been cancelled and the next meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2010 at 80 Maiden Lane.

Gaps & Needs

Co-Chair Cris Parque provided the following updates:

· The Committee met for a second time on November 10th, 2009 and meetings will be held every two (2) months.
· The Committee has been focused on exercising visioning as there is not a lot of new funding.  However, the Committee will be reaching out to individuals to identify trends and will look at other housing inventories.

· The Committee also welcomes the input and suggestions from others.

Nominating Committee

Co-Chair Joey Lopez provided the following updates:

· Although HRA lost its voting membership, there is still a need for HRA to be actively involved given its role with the homeless and HIV/AIDS population.

· In response to Joey’s update, new voting member Kathleen Coughlin (Department of Corrections – DOC) announced that she has an active relationship with HRA and will approach her contacts with the goal of having them attend future Steering Committee meetings.
· An e-mail will be sent to the NYC CCoC distribution list soliciting nominees for the two open At-large membership slots.

Grievance Committee
Marvela advised that this Committee had not been officially formed yet and was in need of a Co-Chair.  Linda Camoin (Voting Government member – OTDA) nominated herself. 

First and second motions made by Joey and Marvela that a vote be made to have Linda Camoin serve as the Grievance Committee Co-Chair.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor.
Lauren Pareti (CUCS) clarified that the grievance process to be developed by the Committee should only address grievance with the Steering Committee’s process and not issues with CoC providers.
HMIS Grant Update
Eileen announced that HMIS grant fiscal oversight would be handled by DHS rather than Hudson planning.  This decision was made in part due to the significant financial match that HUD requires of the sponsor.
Homeless Prevention Rapid Re-housing Program (HPRP) Update

· Eileen announced that the new RFPs associated with the Homeless Prevention Rapid Re-housing Program are still pending and the Steering Committee will be advised once they are officially released. 
HOPE 2010

Hae Sun Nam (DHS) provided the following updates and copies of HOPE 2010 were distributed:

· HOPE 2010 is scheduled for Monday, January 25, 2010 from 10:30 p.m. until 4:00 a.m.

· This year’s process provides a more streamlined orientation process and individuals are encouraged to register on-line at www.nyc.gov/dhs or call 311.

· Last year over 600 Continuum volunteers participated.  Eileen reminded providers of the agreed upon goal to have at least 10 Continuum referred volunteers.  Joey Lopez recommended that letters be sent to Executive Directors advising of the Continuum volunteer goal.

· There is a need to recruit 500 more volunteers (total 3,000) than last year as the sample area has grown.

A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor of adjourning the meeting at 12:00 p.m.
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