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HUD ISSUES 2008 ANNUAL HOMELESS ASSESSMENT REPORT TO CONGRESS
New quarterly ‘homeless pulse data’ to measure current state of homelessness
WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development today issued its 2008 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress, a national study that explores changes in homelessness nationwide. HUD's assessment concludes that while overall homelessness in America held fairly steady from 2007 to 2008, the number of homeless families, particularly those living in suburban and rural areas, increased.

In addition to the annual report, HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan announced that HUD will, for the first time ever, begin measuring homelessness on a quarterly basis to gain a better understanding of the impact of the current economic crisis on homelessness. The first "Homeless Pulse Project" for the first quarter of 2009 is now available.

"The annual report tells us a great deal but it also begs many questions about how today's housing crisis and job losses are playing out in our shelters and on our streets," said Secretary Donovan. "The Administration's aggressive approach to economic recovery recognizes that during these difficult times, families in certain areas of the country are at extreme risk of falling into homelessness. With our new Quarterly Homeless Pulse Report, we will be able to better understand the impact of the current economic crisis on homelessness across the country."

HUD's NEW Quarterly Homeless Pulse Report

HUD's first "Homeless Pulse Project" focuses on data from nine geographically diverse areas across the country. These communities measured the number of homeless individuals seeking shelter from January to March, 2009 (see attached).

1. Phoenix/Mesa/Maricopa County, Arizona 

2. Bridgeport, Stratford, and Fairfield, Connecticut 

3. Washington, DC 

4. Lakeland/Winterhaven/Polk County, Florida 

5. Kentucky Balance of State 

6. Shreveport/Bossier/Northwest, Louisiana 

7. New York City 

8. Cleveland/Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

9. Richmond/Henrico, Chesterfield, and Hanover Counties, Virginia 

These areas reported the following changes in their sheltered homeless population during the first quarter of 2009:
	 
	Phoenix/Mesa/Maricopa County, Arizona
	Bridgeport, Stratford, Fairfield Connecticut
	Washington, DC
	Lakeland/Winterhaven/
Polk County, Florida
	Kentucky Balance of State

	 
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09

	All Individuals
	2,109
	1,582
	144
	261
	3,613
	3,679
	355
	377
	940
	947

	All Persons in Families
	2,518
	1,427
	125
	131
	2,294
	2,304
	88
	161
	1,742
	1,108

	Total
	4,627
	3,009
	269
	392
	5,907
	5,983
	443
	538
	2,682
	2,055

	Pct Individuals
	45.6%
	52.6%
	53.5%
	66.6%
	61.2%
	61.5%
	80.1%
	70.0%
	35.0%
	46.1%

	Pct Persons in Families
	54.4%
	47.4%
	46.5%
	33.4%
	38.8%
	38.5%
	19.9%
	30.0%
	65.0%
	53.9%


	 
	Shreveport/Bossier/
Northwest Louisiana
	New York City
	Cleveland/Cuyahoga
County, Ohio
	Richmond/Henrico/
Chesterfield and Hanover Counties, Virginia
	Total

	  
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09
	Jan '09
	Mar '09

	All Individuals
	389
	369
	13,880
	14,975
	1,624
	1,552
	742
	290
	23,796
	24,032

	All Persons in Families
	350
	193
	28,746
	31,481
	488
	277
	224
	165
	36,575
	37,247

	Total
	739
	561
	42,626
	46,457
	2,112
	1,830
	966
	455
	60,371
	61,280

	Pct Individuals
	52.6%
	65.7%
	32.6%
	32.2%
	76.9%
	84.8%
	76.8%
	63.7%
	39.4%
	39.2%

	Pct Persons in Families
	47.4%
	34.3%
	67.4%
	67.8%
	23.1%
	15.2%
	23.2%
	36.3%
	60.6%
	60.8%


