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Steering Committee Monthly Meeting 


NYC Coalition on the Continuum of Care 2009–2010
May 21, 2010
Genesis Apts. – 113 East 13th Street, Lower Level Conference Room 

New York, NY

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

MEETING RECORD
Present:

Co-Chairs:  Ken Robinson, Nicole Branca and Eileen Lynch
Attendees:  Joseph Kangappadan, Iline Chung-Eddie, Jackline Lamiscarre, Frank Clark, Robert Robinson, Beng L. Kam, Nicholas Napolitano, Michael Zuriff, Betty Williams, William Speidel, Linda Camoin, Eileen Lynch (DHS), Irma McEachnie, David Rouge, Jason Lippman, Reggie Gibson, Merle Lefkowitz, Carlos Diaz, Carol Allette, James Hayes, Lawrence Taylor, Leticia Abao, Shamiso Mtangi, Tod Monaghan, Susan Bernstein, Sandra Lee, Jim Mutton, Cris Parque, Paul Migliore, Riva Kelton, Robyn Gundy, Dan Connor, Erin Gentile, Sara Forst, Cathy Fulwood, J.R. Adrien, Mary Thaman, Liz Gay, Suzanne Sperling, Michael Blady, Joanna Weissman (DHS), Kathy Croft, R. Smith, C. Sainthilaire, M. Bain, Jeanette Ruffins, Yves Ades, Elizabeth Warrent, Steven Rockman, James F. Woods, Sean Barry, Kristen Edwards, Lil Grudzien, Eve Stotland, Sue Buchanan, Danielle Brown, Lorraine Coleman, Craig Retchless, Sandra Jackson, Sylvia Hunt, Coreen Young, Matt Resenblum, Marshall Edwards, Ravindra Kolhapure, Merih Anil (DHS), Aleida Valentin (DHS), Judith Simpson and Remo Chang.  
Voting:

Coalitions:  SHNNY, Homeless Services United, ACL-NYC, D.V. Providers.  The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies, (Housing Homeless Youth –not present), (NYC AIDS Housing –not present).
At-Large Member:  Betty Williams 

Government: DHS, HPD, NYC DOHMH, NYS OMH, NYS OTDA, OASAS, DOC, (VA -not present)
Consumers:  Veterans, Chronically Homeless, Permanent Housing, Developmental Disabilities, Formerly Incarcerated/Parolee and Mental Health (Families and HIV/AIDS not present)
Introductions and Welcome

Co-Chair, Ken Robinson, officially opened the meeting, welcomed all attendees and led the introductions.  
Review and Approval of April 16th 2010 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Ken requested this agenda item moved to the end so that the motion to adopt the minutes from the April 16, 2010 Steering Committee monthly meeting be made after the audience have the chance to review the draft minutes. 

Consumer Committee Update

Consumer Committee Co-Chair, Rob Robinson, reported the Consumer Committee met on May 10, 2010.
NOFA 2010

1. Eileen Lynch announced that the CoC can expect HUD to release the 2010 NOFA over the summer. 
2. Joanna Weissman provided the following update: 

· One project may be receiving a letter of default by HUD.  HUD has informed the co-chairs that, should the project apply for renewal, the renewal may not be awarded. The provider has not provided HUD with sufficient documentation regarding their cash match.  HUD has also requested documentation from the provider that their facilities are being used in a manner that is consistent with NYC building code. 

Discussion on the above referenced grant:

· Should the provider default, if possible, the CoC would like to be prepared to substitute another provider so that the funding can remain in New York City.
· This grant is a TH project with an annual renewal amount of $313k.  The project has a 22-bed capacity.
· To learn more about the project, members of the CoC will conduct a site visit.  Jeannette Ruffins from Bailey House and Ileen Chung-Eddie, a consumer member, volunteered for the site visit. 
· Updates will be provided by email or on the CoC web site, as available.
NOFA 2010 
· Regarding the Evaluation process, Joanna Weissman stated that DHS would be sending emails to providers on appeals and that DHS would be sending out scores and rankings out shortly.DHS will be posting important information regarding Exhibit II submissions for the 2010 NOFA process as soon as they are available. Providers should check the COC website for updates. 
· Joanna Weissman advised providers to locate their Esnaps user IDs and passwords and try to log in to Esnaps and access their Exhibit 2s for the 2009 NOFA process. 

· HUD ’09 Renewals

· Nicole Branca informed that first batch of Issues and Conditions letters were sent out the day after the April Steering Committee meeting on April, 16, 2010. The regional HUD office has been providing the Steering Committee Co-Chairs with copies of all Issues and Conditions letters that have been distributed.  To date, 75% of the letters have gone out. Nicole Branca mentioned that this was better than last year.
· Nicholas Napolitano from The Supportive Housing Network of New York and Riva Kelton from the Doe Fund, announced that they were collecting information regarding the contracting process.  The committee will be collecting information on grant expiration dates; condition letters; when contracts are signed; draw-downs; the dollar amount of each grant; and how many people are served.  The committee would also like anecdotal information such as providers with bank loans to cover costs when contracts are late. 

· They requested that providers contact them with the information requested and with any outstanding issues they may have regarding their contracts. Once the information is collected they plan to meet with Vincent Hom at HUD.
· Nicole Branca announced that Riva Kelton and Jason Lippman have volunteered to co-chair the Policy and Advocacy subcommittee and thanked them.  Nicole Branca called for voice vote to elect Riva Kelton and Jason Lippman as the co-chairs of the Policy and Advocacy subcommittee.  The assembled members of the CoC approved of the subcommittee co-chairs.
HMIS 

· Chris Pitcher introduced the revised HMIS CSV format at the HUD HMIS training held on May 12, 2010.
· The Revised CSV format is available at both HUD and COC websites. 
· Data collection with revised HMIS Data Standards begins on June 1. 
· Important key dates regarding implementation of HMIS revised data standards are distributed in a handout. 
· HUD scheduled trainings via conference calls regarding HMIS Standards and CSV Files for the week of May 24. Joanna Weissman advised the providers to register for these conference calls and reminded them that they were HUD trainings, not COC trainings.
· Kristen Edwards from Goddard Riverside asked about the new HMIS reimbursement forms. Joanna Weissman responded that reimbursement forms will be issued once the PHS HMIS grant is successfully transferred to DHS.
Steering Committee Standing Committee Reports & Discussions

Policy and Advocacy Committee Update
Robyn Gundy discussed the Policy and Advocacy Committee’s review of the proposed definition of homelessness included in the proposed regulations for the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009.The proposed rule specifies in part that “an individual who resided in a shelter or place not meant for human habitation, and who is exiting an institution where he or she temporarily resided, is eligible for homeless assistance,” with temporarily resided: defined as 90 days or less.  This 90-day allowable temporary residence is a valuable incerase from the previous limit of 30 days.  However, the proposed rule omits an imprtant addition to this definition made in the 2005 NOFA, as stated in the Supportive Housing Program Desk Guide available from the HUD Office of Community Planning and Development.  As per the Desk Guide, Transitional Housing and Suportive Services Only projects may also serve individuals discharged from an institution-regardless of their length of institutionalization – so long as “no subsequent residence has been identified and he/she lacks the resources and support networks needed to obtain housing.”This supplement to the original homeless definition is of importance to thousands of individuals who leave long-term psychiatric hospitalizations, periods of incarceration or other extended episodes of institutionalization with nowhere to go.  Excluding these individuals from the definition of homelessness will exclude people who are in reality homeless and thus meet the intent of the HUD homeless assistance eligibility rules.  It is necessary to broaden the language of the proposed rule to include ehte addition made in the 2005 NOFA and allow the provision of tranistional housing and suportive homeless assistance services to the entire population of formerly instituionalize homeless individuals.

· The next meeting date is June 4, 2010 at 9:30am at the Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies.

Gaps & Needs 

· The Gaps and Needs Committee met on May 4th  2010.  There were two presentations on Domestic Violence and HIV AIDS.  The committee hopes to have information to pass around at the next meeting. The committee also discussed veterans’ needs (supportive housing vs. affordable housing with services).  The next monthly meeting is June 1st  2010.

Grievance Committee

· The greivance committee met about the grievance filed.  The co-chairs met and reviewed the evidence based recommendations and accepted the recommendations.  The case is now closed.

· Other Business

· Review of Minutes - Sue Buchanan requested that her Agency name be added.  Response:  The list is by no means a comprehensive list.
· A motion was made to approve the minutes.  First and second motions were made to approve the minutes.  The minutes were accepted.

· Rob Robinson was the keynote speaker at the May 10 ACL – NYC One Day Conference at Wave Hill in Riverdale, NY where he spoke to over 100 providers.
No other business.  A motion was made to end to the meeting.
First and second motions made to adjourn the meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor of adjourning the meeting at 11:45 a.m.
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