
[image: image1.png]Codlition on the Continuum of Care




Steering Committee Monthly Meeting 


NYC Coalition on the Continuum of Care 2007–2008

July 25, 2008
Genesis Apts. – 113 East 13th Street, Lower Level Conference Room 
New York, NY

9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

MEETING RECORD 
Present:
Co-Chairs:  Kenneth Robinson and Bill DiStefano
Attendees: Nicole Branca, Sandra Jackson, Fred Shack, Cris Parque, Sean Barry, Jim Mutton, Joey Lopez, Chris Winward, David Rouge, Jeffrey Seward, Lorraine Coleman, LaVerne Holley, Wanda Thomas, Patricia Cifaldi, Jonny DeFranco, William Speidel, Robert Robinson, Irma McEachnie, Sylvia Gina Hunt, Iline Chung-Eddie, Cameron Craig, Beng Lee Kam, Marie Roumer, Aleida Valentin, Susan Buchanan, Adele Herrera, Nontrell Taylor, Suzanne Sperling, Eri Noguchi, John Murray, Lisa Hill, Will Peacock, Jonathan Werlin, Thomas Rams, Akwasiba Rafaelin, Noel Concepcion, Kerry Flanagan, Kathy Croft, Alpesh Shah, Russell Baptist, Jill Shah, H. Fishman, Trina Faison, Marshall Edwards, Frank Clark, Joseph Kangappadan, Ruth D. Smith, Paul Migliore, Christopher Swords, Riva Kelton, Blanca Ramirez, Malik Pao, Norma Samame, Cathy Fulwood, Linda Shimer, Hugh Pressley, Dan Connor, Joshua Sippen, Lili Grudzien, Patrick Daurio, Merih Anil, Carlos Anil, Carlos Montalvo, Michael Zuriff, Shamiso Mtangi, Robyn Gundy, Barbara Felton, Ancil Paul, Davida Joyner, Marcia Davis, Erin Gentile, Susan Bernstein, Irma McEachnie,Teena Brooks, Shawn Young, Maya Leszczynski, Lauren Pareti, Henry Lenn, Benjamin Vines, William R. Ameker, Curtis Lewis, Sheila Singleton, James F. Woods, Maggi Knox, Robin Monl, Rosa Santiago, Renee Matias, Jeffrey Clarke, Walter Brown, Muriel Gibles, Jeanette Ruffins, Mary Thaman, Maureen Italiano, Shifra Weisberg, Amy Reisner, Thomas Wong, Arthur Harrington, Minjung Park, Ronnie Silverman, Gloria, Berrios, Tomna Politano, Joe Moreno, Theresa Lynch, A. Benedetto, Nadia Padmore-Primus (DAH Consulting, Inc.), Marvela L. Guice-Van Dyke (DAH Consulting, Inc.)
Voting:

Coalitions: SHNNY, D.V. Providers, Homeless Services United, NYC AIDS Housing, ACL-NYC, Human Services Council of NYC,  Housing Homeless Youth (The Coalition of Behavioral Health Agencies and Human Services Council of NYC not present)
At-Large Member:  Betty Williams (Wendy Brennan not present)
Government: DHS, HPD, DOHMH, OASAS (ACS, DYCD, OMH and HRA not present)
Consumers:  Formerly Incarcerated, Single Shelter, Substance Use, Permanent Housing, Mental Health, Chronic Homelessness, HIV/AIDS, Developmental Disabilities
Introductions and Welcome
Welcome and Steering Committee introductions were led by Co-Chair, Ken Robinson, who requested that voting members identify themselves.  He also informed members that the meeting would be short (approx. 30 minutes) due to the scheduled NOFA 2008 training overview that will take place during the last two hours of the meeting.
Review and Approval of June 20, 2008 Minutes 
Ken requested that a motion be made by the Steering Committee to adopt the minutes from the June 20, 2008 Steering Committee meeting.

First and second motions made by Sylvia Gina Hunt and Hugh Pressley to adopt the minutes from the June 20, 2008 meeting.  A voice vote was taken and all voted in favor to adopt the minutes. 
Announcements
· Joey Lopez announced that all OASAS funded facilities will be instituting a “No Smoking” police and that agencies should be proactive in informing residents, family members of residents and staff of the new policy.

· Betty Williams announced the following:

1. The New York Immigration Coalition, Immigrant Concerns Training Institute will be offering a workshop entitled “The Rights of Foreign Nationals Stopped & Questioned by the USICE scheduled for Thursday, September 25, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
2. The Urban Justice Centers circulation of a “Know Your Rights!” New York City Safe Housing Act of 2007, which requires the city to identify 200 buildings each year with the worst histories of repairs and violations and force their landlords to make repairs.

3. The 4th Annual West Side Tenants’ Conference scheduled for Saturday, September 27, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

4. An Immigrant Housing Intern position offered by the New York Immigration Coalition.  For more information about this position contact Ericka Stallings at (212) 627-9314 or via e-mail at estallings@thenyic.org.

· Irma McEachnie announced that there will be a prayer vigil at Kings County Hospital later this afternoon in support of the patient who died due to patient neglect and abuse by Kings County Hospital staff.
· Rob Robinson announced free health services provided by Renaissance Health Services in Harlem and discounted residential energy services offered by Ambit Energy.
Consumer Committee Report
Consumer Co-Chair, Rob Robinson, reported the following updates and progress made by the Consumer Committee from the July 7, 2008 Consumer Committee meeting:

· The meeting also focused on further educating and re-orienting new and current Consumers on revisiting the annual Consumer nomination and  elections process in preparation for the August 4, 2008 Consumer Nomination Day and the 2008 Elections scheduled for August 11, 2008.
· The Consumer Outreach Committee is back on schedule in conducting outreach presentations at shelters and soup kitchens.  He also thanked Riva Kelton and Robyn Gundy for their assistance in gaining access to the larger homeless services facilities.  Finally, he announced that the Consumer Outreach Committee conducted an outreach session at Holy Apostle on Monday, July 21, 2008 and will be conduct at least two (2) sessions in August.
Steering Committee Elections 2008-9

Marvela provided an overview on the Steering Committee elections process and covered the following items:
1. The  categories of Steering Committee voting membership (Government, Coalition and At-large)

2. Membership eligibility criteria and application process/deadline

3. The 75% meeting attendance rule

4. Co-Chair election process

5. Government and At-Large election process

6. Coalition process

7. Election timeline
8. Annual Meeting process
9. Solicitation of a Nominating Committee (Nicole Branca volunteered along with Ken.)
In response to Marvela’s overview, Ken advised the Steering Committee that the Consumer and Steering Committee elections may be delayed due to the September 26, 2008 NOFA submission date.  As stipulated in the current version of the by-laws, Annual Meetings where Steering Committee elections are held take place after the submission of NOFAs.
NYC CCoC Coalition Membership Involvement & Support
Ken made an appeal to the voting Coalition membership of the NYC CCoC to better support their member agencies and DHS by stressing the importance of being accountable in the timely submissions of CoC required and funding-related documentation (i.e. APRs and Evaluation portfolios).  In closing, Ken requested that voting Coalition members be more involved in the support and enforcement of the Steering Committee’s process and priorities.  Bill advised that he would be following-up in person with agencies who were present at the meeting and who have not submitted to DHS their most recent copies of APRs.
HMIS Project Update
Anthony Stasi provided the following HMIS Project updates:

· HMIS Financial Assistance payment reimbursements are still being processed and sent to agencies.

· Delayed payments are due to payment reimbursement forms not being sent to DHS and discrepancies in contract dollar amounts.

· Agencies will be reimbursed on what they spent not what was designated as a total award amount.

· HMIS uploads especially for permanent housing data need to be done on a monthly basis.  Anthony thanked agencies who have been diligent in uploading HMIS data in a timely fashion.
Other Business
· By-Laws & Grievance Ad Hoc - Ken announced that the Committee is making progress in the review and revamping of the Steering Committee by-laws where the goal is to present the revised by-laws to the Steering Committee in September/October.
· Government Ad Hoc Committee Update – No updates were provided and the Committee will await the return of Rita Zimmer (Chairperson) who is out of the country to establish a follow-up meeting date.
· Consumer Co-Chairs LaVerne Holley and Rob Robinson will be attending all future the By- Laws & Grievance Ad Hoc Committee and Government Ad Hoc Committee meetings respectively.  This is to ensure active and productive participation from Consumers.
· Lauren Pareti noted a correction on the June 20, 2008 minutes (page 4) regarding her announcement of the (Rapid Re-housing Demonstration Grant), which will provide $25 million nationally for Continuums.
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m.
HUD NOFA 2008 Training Overview (10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)
As a pre-training and technical assistance update, Jay Bainbridge announced the release of the NOFA on Thursday, July 24, 2008.  Anthony Stasi (DHS) took the lead in conducting training and technical assistance overview entitled “2008 HUD NOFA Renewal Application”, which covered the following six (6) topics:

1. 2008 NOFA Overview

2. Scoring

3. 2008 NOFA Key Program Changes

4. Exhibit 2

5. Submission

6. Resources
In response to the training and technical assistance overview, Steering Committee members expressed the following concerns:

· The method for receiving NOFA related notices from DHS to ensure that all concerned parties receive information and updates regarding the HUD NOFA 2008 electronic application process.
· More clarity is needed on the E-snaps procedure.

· More clarity is need on how Shelter Plus Care Agencies will approach the preparation of electronic applications, which will be provided by Dave Rouge (HPD) who can be contacted at (212) 863-6469.

For more details on the training and technical assistance overview, please visit the NYC CCoC website at www.nychomeless.com to view the full PowerPoint presentation.  Information, instructions, technical assistance numbers and submission deadlines regarding the new NOFA pre-application and application process are also posted on the Continuum’s website.
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